Light and Liberation

“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).

TRUTH IS OFTEN COMPARED TO LIGHT, AND JUST AS LIGHT FREES US TO DO MANY THINGS THAT ARE IMPOSSIBLE IN THE DARKNESS, TRUTH LIBERATES US FROM THE CONFINES OF UNTRUTH AND MAKES MANY GOOD THINGS POSSIBLE. It is a pity that we nowadays look upon truth with such skepticism. We may go so far as to doubt that there is any such thing as truth, but even when we acknowledge truth’s existence, we often do so with reluctance. Truth seems to be the spinach on our plates that has to be eaten and not the cookies and cream that we would rather partake of. According to Jesus, however, truth is a positive force that will make us FREE.

However much truth might seem to limit our options, it would be in our long-term interests to concede this fact: IT IS NOT TRUTH BUT UNTRUTH THAT CONFINES US IN THE NEGATIVE SENSE. Indeed, falsehood is so confining that “enslavement” is not too strong a word to describe what it does to us. And this applies not only to our thinking but also to the outward actions that result from our thinking. One definition of “sin” might be that it consists of actions that are based on untruth. All such actions ultimately entrap us and enslave us to the lie that they are based upon. So Jesus was not exaggerating when He said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin” (John 8:34).

Truth has always been the primary “tool” God has used to accomplish His work in the world. This makes sense when we stop to remember that the problem God is working to correct — the problem of sin — is a problem that resulted from lies that were told to our ancestors (Genesis 3:1-24; 2 Corinthians 11:3). Our adversary is described as “that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who DECEIVES the whole world” (Revelation 12:9). If untruth is the problem, then it should not surprise us that God works to undo the problem by restoring to us the truths that we let get away from us in the first place. Deception concerning God is ultimately to blame for the break in our fellowship with Him. And if we are to seek reconciliation with Him, it is foolish to think that we can do so by any other means than truth.

“Man finds God through truth” (Jewish Proverb).
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